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men and women, will take a pledge to observe brahmacharpa till we
have won swaraj. They should not cheat themselves when taking
it, should not take it at my asking. They will be able to keep the
pledge and it will bear fruit only if it is taken with understanding
and determination ....
THE NAMES RAMA AND RAHIM
Writing to me, a Sikh gentleman says that swadeshi is all right,
but I who believe in God, why do I not put the name of God
before all else?   Why do I not ask everyone to pray, repeating the
name by which he knows God, Khuda, Ishwar or Rama, which-
ever it may be?   It is true that I do not do this.   I am certain
that one cannot attain heaven through mere repetition of words.
One must be fit for such repetition. I believe that, so long as we
wear foreign cloth,  we are not fit to take  the name Ishwar or
Allah.   A man who cuts another's throat with Rama's name on
his lips profanes that name.   Likewise, the Indian who, refusing
to use the cloth woven by the hands of another Indian, gets his
requirements from hundreds of miles away and so cuts the throat
of his brother, too is not fit to take the name of God.    In this
connection, I have already pointed out the importance of the
spinning-wheel.   Spinning is such restful work that, as we make
the hand one with the yarn, we can attune our hearts to God.
Devotion to God, like brakmackarya, cannot be linked with swa-
deshi.   Even a person whose lips do not utter God's name would,
if he follows swadeshi,  gain  to   that extent.   Even  an   atheist
following swadeshi would benefit himself and the country thereby,
One who has God ever in his mind and heart will of course do
much good to himself and the country.   Swadeshi is the power
which takes us towards God, as it raises us higher.   I have written
all this about the suggestion of this friend in order to make it
- clear that, if we do not worship God, we cannot look upon our
straggle as a holy one.   We who are fighting to defend our dharma
should certainly not forsake God's name, should ever keep repeat-
ing it in the depth of our hearts.    We should repeat it with each
heart-beat, that is, unceasingly.    Swadeshi helps us to do  this,
but the two ideas do not mean the same thing.   While swadeshi
is the dharma attaching to the body, chanting the name of God is
a property of the atman.
"PEOPLE'S FAIR"
"People's Fair" means a fair for the people.  Two Parsi sisters
write to me to say that a people's fair is to be held at the time